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(ii) Parades on national or State holi-
days; or other parades or ceremonies of 
a patriotic character in which any ac-
tive or reserve U.S. military unit is 
taking part. 

(2) Wearing of the uniform or any 
part thereof at any other time or for 
any other purpose is prohibited. 

(c) Medal of Honor holders. Persons 
who have been awarded the Medal of 
Honor may wear the uniform at their 
pleasure except under the cir-
cumstances set forth in paragraph (a) 
of this section. 

[35 FR 1236, Jan. 30, 1970] 

PART 54—ALLOTMENTS FOR CHILD 
AND SPOUSAL SUPPORT 
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AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 1673, 37 U.S.C. 101, 42 
U.S.C. 665. 

SOURCE: 51 FR 23755, July 1, 1986, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 54.1 Purpose. 

Under section 65 of title 42, United 
States Code, this part provides policy 
on statutorily required child or child 
and spousal support allotments, as-
signs responsibilities, and prescribes 
procedures. The policy and procedures 
for this part are also located in the 
DoD Financial Management Regula-
tion (‘‘DoDFMR’’), Volume 7B, Chapter 
43, section 4304, ‘‘Allotments for Child 
Support and Spousal Support’’ (DoD 
7000.14–R). 

[51 FR 23755, July 1, 1986, as amended at 71 
FR 40656, July 18, 2006] 

§ 54.2 Applicability and scope. 

(a) This part applies to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense (OSD) and the 
Military Departments. The term 
‘‘Military Services,’’ as used herein, re-
fers to the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Marine Corps. 

(b) Its provisions cover members of 
the Military Services on extended ac-
tive duty. This does not include a 

member under a call or order to active 
duty for a period of less than 30 days. 

§ 54.3 Definitions. 

(a) Authorized person. Any agent or 
attorney of any State having in effect 
a plan approved under part D of title 
IV of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
651–664), who has the duty or authority 
to seek recovery of any amounts owed 
as child or child and spousal support 
(including, when authorized under the 
State plan, any official of a political 
subdivision); and the court that has au-
thority to issue an order against a 
member for the support and mainte-
nance of a child or any agent of such 
court. 

(b) Child support. Periodic payments 
for the support and maintenance of a 
child or children, subject to and in ac-
cordance with State or local law. This 
includes, but is not limited to, pay-
ments to provide for health care, edu-
cation, recreation, and clothing or to 
meet other specific needs of such a 
child or children. 

(c) Designated official. The representa-
tive of the Military Service concerned 
who is authorized to receive and to 
process notices under this part. See 
§ 54.6(f) for a listing of designed offi-
cials. 

(d) Notice. A court order, letter, or 
similar documentation issued by an au-
thorized person providing notification 
that a member has failed to make peri-
odic support payments under a support 
order. 

(e) Spousal support. Periodic pay-
ments for the support and maintenance 
of a spouse or former spouse, in accord-
ance with State and local law. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, separate 
maintenance, alimony while litigation 
continues, and maintenance. Spousal 
support does not include any payment 
for tranfer of property or its value by 
an individual to his or her spouse or 
former spouse in compliance with any 
community property settlement, equi-
table distribution of property, or other 
division of property between spouses or 
former spouses. 

(f) Support order. Any order providing 
for child or child and spousal support 
issued by a Court of competent juris-
diction within any State, territory, or 
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possession of the United States, includ-
ing Indian tribal courts, or in accord-
ance with administrative procedures 
established under State law that af-
fords substantial due process and is 
subject to judicial review. 

§ 54.4 Policy. 

The Department of Defense is obli-
gated by 42 U.S.C. 665 to require child, 
or child and spousal, support allot-
ments from the pay and allowances of 
a member who has failed to make peri-
odic payments under a support order in 
a total amount equal to the support 
payable for 2 months or longer. The 
member’s allotment shall be estab-
lished by the Secretary of the Military 
Department concerned, or the Sec-
retary’s designee, provided all require-
ments of this part have been met. 

§ 54.5 Responsibilities. 

(a) The Assistant Secretary of De-
fense (Comptroller) (ASD(C)) shall pro-
vide guidance, monitor compliance 
with this part, and have the authority 
to change or modify the procedures in 
§ 54.6. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall comply with this 
part. 

§ 54.6 Procedures. 

(a) Notice to designated official. (1) An 
authorized person shall send to the des-
ignated official of the member’s Mili-
tary Service a signed notice that in-
cludes: 

(i) A statement that delinquent sup-
port payments equal or exceed the 
amount of support payable for 2 
months under a support order, and a re-
quest that an allotment be initiated 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 665. 

(ii) A certified copy of the support 
order. 

(iii) The amount of the monthly sup-
port payment. Such amount may in-
clude arrearages, if a support order 
specifies the payment of such arrear-
ages. The notice shall indicate how 
much of the amount payable shall be 
applied toward liquidation of the ar-
rearages. 

(iv) A statement that delinquent sup-
port payments are more than 12 weeks 
in arrears, if appropriate. 

(v) Sufficient information identifying 
the member to enable processing by 
the designated official. The following 
information is requested: 

(A) Full name; 
(B) Social Security Number; 
(C) Military Service (Army, Navy, 

Air Force, or Marine Corps). 
(vi) The full name and address of the 

allottee. The allottee shall be an au-
thorized person, the authorized per-
son’s designee, or the recipient named 
in the support order. 

(vii) Any limitations on the duration 
of the support allotment. 

(viii) A certificate that the official 
sending the notice is an authorized per-
son. 

(2) The notice shall be sent by mail 
or delivered in person to the appro-
priate designated official of the Mili-
tary Service. The designated official 
shall note the date and time of receipt 
on the notice. 

(3) The notice is effective when it is 
received in the office of the designated 
official. 

(4) When the notice does not suffi-
ciently identify the member, it shall be 
returned directly to the authorized per-
son with an explanation of the defi-
ciency. However, before the notice is 
returned, if there is sufficient time, an 
attempt shall be made to inform the 
authorized person who sent the notice 
that it will not be honored unless ade-
quate information is supplied. 

(5) Upon receipt of effective notice of 
delinquent support payments, together 
with all required supplementary docu-
ments and information, the designated 
official shall identify the member from 
whom moneys are due and payable. 
Under § 54.6(d), the allotment shall be 
established in the amount necessary to 
comply with the support order and to 
liquidate arrearages if provided by a 
support order when the maximum 
amount to be allotted under this provi-
sion, together with any other moneys 
withheld for support from the member, 
does not exceed: 

(i) Fifty percent of the member’s dis-
posable earnings for any month in 
which the member asserts by affidavit 
or other acceptable evidence that he or 
she is supporting a spouse, dependent 
child, or both, other than a party in 
the support order. When the member 
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